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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the study is to see the changes that have taken place
from 1991, 2001 to 2011 in Gondia District Maharashtra. The characteristics
changed because of the differences in physical conditions. A description of
various characteristics in Geography begins from the population. For the
purpose of administrative conveyance the district is divided into 8 Thasils and 8
Panchayat Samities. According to the 2001 Census, there was 556 Gram
Panchayat for the Rural Development. The main crop grown in the district is
paddy. Gondia district stretches over an area of 5641 Sq. Km. In the terms of
area; Gondia district constitutes 1.83% of the total area of the Maharashtra
State. Total population of the district according to 2011 census was 1322331 out
of which 662524 were males and 659807 were females. Out of the total
population, 82.93% is residing in rural area and 17.07% is residing in urban
area. The density of the population according 2011 census was 213.12 persons/
Sq.Km. The spatial distribution of population is one of the most important
topics of Human Geography. Human resource especially in a developing
country may play a vital role in its overall economic growth. In rural areas
cultivation is a major activities wherever it is possible. In the hilly regions
where the cultivation is not possible lumbering, fuel wood collections as well as
collection of forest and other forest materials are the main activities which are
mostly carried out by tribal. Lakh and gum (gond) are the major products. The
district has derived name from Gond. Collection of Tendu leaves is also very
important. But it is on the decline. Gondia District was created on 1st May
1999. It lies in north east boundary region of Maharashtra. The state of
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh lie beyond its boundary. The area of the
district is 5641 s.q. kms, and as per 2011 census the population is 1322331.
There are 903 villages and two urban centre’s in Gondia and Tirora thasil.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The terms ‘rural’ and ‘urban’ do not any generally
accepted precise meaning. The define regarding rural
and urban population may very often change. The
division between ‘urban’ and ‘rural’ is made at a
different size point in most of the countries. The
agricultural population lives in the villages, and
villages having well over 2,500 inhabitants are
composed mainly of people engaged in agriculture.
Urbanization leads to concentration of socio-
economic power and new type of problems associated
with modernization [1, 2, 3]. This also gives rise to
new kinds of spatial interaction. Urbanization is
regarded as an index of the level of socio-economic
development of a country. It is in this context that the
study of urbanisation assumes importance in
population geography [4, 5, 6]. Urbanisation produces
a new type of civilization and a new culture quite
distinct from those of rural societies. While it solves
certain problems, it leads to some new ones. It is,
therefore, necessary to identify rural and urban areas
and their demographic differentials.

the

development of a region. It is significantly important,

Population is an important resource for
because man has brought tremendous changes over
the earth surface. Man being a single most important
powerful geographical factor transforming the earth
with  scientific  and

surface technological

achievements. It provides bases/platform for
performing various human activities. Keeping this fact
in mind it becomes imperative to study first in detail
the nature of rural population framework of an area in
reference to their distribution in the region and
second is regarding in terms of distribution of urban
population in the region [7, 8, 9, 10].

Population is considered as one of the most important
resource. The man is both dynamic agent of
production and the beneficiary of the entire process of
resource developments and its utilization [11, 12, 13].
Mismatch between the natural wealth, development

and population have given rise to ecological crisis. It

is not true only in case of nation, state but equally
true for a small area/region. Thus, the study of
population and related demographic characteristics
like

occupational structure etc., are very essential to be

growth, distribution, sex-ration, literary,

analysed for the present study as it helps in evaluating
the

development of the region.

potentialities  for  sustainable economic

I. OBJECTIVES

The main objectives of this paper are as follows:

1) To see the changes that has taken place from
1991, 2001 to 2011.

2) To analyses the regions of differences and reasons
behind it.

3) To find out the causes behind the changes if

there any.

III. STUDY AREA

Gondia district came into existence on 1% May 1999,
separating from Bhandara district .

Administratively it is divided into eight Tahsils
Gondia district lies in the northeast corner of
Maharashtra state. Beyond northern boundary, there
is Balaghat district of Madhya Pradesh, beyond
Western boundary there is Bhandara district (M.S.)
Rajnandgaon district of Chattisgardh to east and
Gardhiroli (M.S.) to the south. It lies between 20°39’
to 21938 north latitude and 79°27" to 80°42" East
longitude. The total areas of the district is 5641 sq.
kms. And it is about 1.83% of the area of Maharashtra
state. According to 2011 census the total population of
the district 1322331. (Fig.1) The district has a physical
variety. There are hilly areas as well as alluviral place.
The hilly areas are common in many parts of the
district. In the north west part of the district there are
“Gaimukh” hills and in the south west there are
Pratapgarh ranges. Navegaon hills are the central
parts. There are Chichgarh hills in Deori Tahsils while

Darekasa hills are in the north east. These hills are
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really part of the district, the extensions of Satpura
mountain ranges. Among these hilly areas there are
several river Basin Wainganga is the main river and it
forms the district boundary in the north east and
central parts of the district. Both are the major
tributaries of river Wainganga [14, 15, 16,17]. It forms
boundary in the north. There is another river Pangoli
which flows towards north and it joins the Bagh river
[18, 19, 20,21]. In the central part Chulbandh and
Gadvi in the other parts are important rivers. Thus
the hills and rivers have resulted into topographic
differences. Most of the hilly areas are covered with
forest while rice is cultivated in river basin [22, 23, 24,
25]. The average annual rainfall in the district is 1300
to 1500 mm. The lowest rainfall among is over north
western part. It increases toward east and south
where the hilly areas lies. In the district, the length of
the broad gauge railways is 206 kms., similarly there
are 465 km roads in the district. Mumbai, Kolkatta
N.H. No. 6 passes through the district. These transport
facilities have positive as well as negative effects on
forest activities. Products like lumber are transported
by railways but road development and other human
activities are distinctive [26, 27, 28, 29, 30]. Gondia
District shows a great variation in natural factors. The
distribution of population is generally affected by
physical and social factors. Therefore it is necessary
to review this background. In the northern part of the
district there are Gaimukh hills. Similarly in the
north east there are Darekassa hills [31, 32, 33, 34]. In
the south east there are Chichgarh hills while
Navegaon hill lie in the south central parts of the
district. The maximum height in this area is 611
meters from the sea level. Wainganga, Pangoli and
the
Chulbandh valley in the west central part. Valley of

Bagh are important rivers in the north.
the Bagh in the east and valley of Gadhavi river in the
southern part are important. Apart from this there are

several several tanks of various sides [35, 36, 37].

i B e
| TN MAHARASHTRA

| LocATION MAP OF GONDIA DISTRICT |

Fig.No:- 2.1

Figurel. Location map of Gondia district

IV. DATA BASE METHODOLOGY

The study is based on the secondary sources of data.
For certain characteristics some aspects taken from
relating articles, document and published and
unpublished data while analyzing several tables,
diagrams and maps have been used. For the analysis of
the rural urban population socio- economic bulletin,
census hand book 2001, 2011 of the district have been
used to study the present distribution of population as
well as its nature in last decade. The statistical
information was collected from the census hand book

and the offices of the statistical department.

V. RESULT ANALYSIS

5.1 Cultural Features

The population of the district in March 2011, stood at
13,22,331 persons. The 30 in
population of state. The district average density is 213

district ranks

per Sq. k.m. and in 2001 to 2011 decade the growth of
population is 10.17-1013%. In 1991 the density of
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population in the district was 183 per s.q. kms. It other tahsils it has gone down. In Salekasa tahsil the
increased to 194 in 2001 and 213.17 in 2011. In tahsils  density was 141 in 1991 and it is gone down to 119 in
of Gondia and Amgaon the density increased while 2001 [38, 39, 40].

Table 2 : Gondia District : Variation in Change of Population and Arithmetic Density 2001-2011

Sr. Tahsil Arithmetic Total Total Change/Difference Area
No. Density Per | Population | Population (%) (Sq.km.)
Sq.K. (2001) (2011)
1 | Tirora 286 165516 176156 6.43 617
2 | Goregaon 168 116685 124832 6.98 743
3 | Gondia 645 371746 421942 13.50 654
4 | Amgaon 410 122504 130262 6.33 318
5 | Salekasa 139 77690 90682 16.72 652
6 | SadakArjuni 205 107493 115662 7.60 563
7 | Arjuni/Morgaon 110 136980 148270 8.24 1344
8 | Deori 87 102093 114525 12.18 1314
Total 213 1200707 1322231 10.13 6205

Source: Census Report Gondia District 2001-201 1.

5.2 Growth of Population
Table 3 : Gondia District : Population Growth (1901-2001)
Census Year Total Population Popu.Increase and decrease (%)

1901 590258 &&

1911 688463 16-64

1921 620328 9-89

1931 827558 33-41

1941 966677 16-81

1951 1057678 9-41

1961 1272638 20-32

1971 1585580 24-59

1981 1837577 15-89

1991 2107629 14-70

2001 1200707 10-87

Source: Census Report Gondia District 2001-2011.
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Figure 2: Population Growth (1901-2001)

The growth and nature of other factors show the spatial differences because they are affected by socio economic
factors. In 1999 Gondia was separate. From 1991 to 2001 the population increased by 10.87 percent. The
maximum growth of 31.92 recent was recorded in Amgaon tahsil while Gondia tahsil registered a growth of
20.27 percent. In all other tahsils the population decreased during this ten year the population of Deori tahsil
decreased by 34.55 percent. (Table No.3) The large number of people residing in the northern part and the belt
of the high population extends in the space direction. In the south west parts and in the south east parts of the
southern region which show sparse population. In 2001 the percentage of urbanization was 11.45 percent. It
shows very little change from 1991 to 2001. 1991 the percentage of population below 6 years of age was 14.69
percent. In this group of 0-6 the proportion male and female was almost equal in 2001 the total percentage of

this group gone down by 0.5 percent [41, 42, 43].

5.3 Sex Composition

The sex ratio indicates the social characteristics. In 1991 the sex ratio was 1003 in the district. In 2001 it
increased by two and recorded to 1005. In Northern tahsil of Tirara, Goregaon and Amgaon it was a favour of
females. In Goregaon it recorded to 1028. In many tahsils the sex ratio has been increased more in schedule

caste and tribes. And comparative others groups it was favour of female. The main reason behind it was the
equal share of female in level.(Table NO.4)

Table 4 : Number of Females/1000 Males (1901-2001)

Sr. | Tahsil 1991 2001
Total Male Female | Per ‘000’ | Total Male Female | Per ‘000’
o Populatio Male Populatio Male Sex
n Sex n Ratio
Ratio
Tirora | 171607 85606 86001 1005 165516 82276 83240 | 1012
2 | Gorega | 133506 66163 67343 | 1018 116685 57551 59134 | 1028
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on

3 | Gondia | 309095 156005 153090 | 981 371746 185931 | 185815 | 999
Amgao | 92860 46201 46659 | 1010 122504 60503 62001 1025
n

5 | Salekas | 91652 45933 45719 | 995 77690 38466 39224 1020
a

6 | SadakA o * * * 107493 54000 53493 991
r.

7 | Arjuni | 178361 89941 88420 | 983 136980 69285 67695 977
M.

8 155980 78290 77690 | 992 102093 50822 51271 1009

Total 1133061 568139 | 564922 | 1003 1200707 | 598834 | 601873 | 1005

Source: Census Report Gondia District 2001-201 1.

5.4 Literacy

Literacy is an essential phenomenon to understand the interrelationship between man and environment. The
rural and urban population of the district shows a difference in literacy. In 2001 urban literacy rates was 89.85
percent while the rural literacy rate was 78.92 percent. Similarly male and female groups show the different in
the literacy. In 1991 the literacy rate was 78.89 percent the male group. It increased to 89.61 percent in the
year 2001. Thus in ten years that is from 1991 to 2001 the male literacy increased by 10.72 percent while female
literacy increased by 18.10 percent. The administrative affords and changing social conditions is responsible for
this. (Table No.5)

Table 5 : Gondia District : Thasil Wise Rural Urban Literacy (2001)

Sr. Tahsil Total Urban | Urban (%) Total Rural | RuralLitarate | (%)
No. Population | Litarate Population Population
Population
1 | Tirora 22529 16917 85-48 120408 97173 80-70
2 | Goregaon -- 96001 -- 99731 77246 77-45
3 | Gondia 120902 -- 89-85 199088 164872 82-81
4 | Amgaon -- -- -- 104697 83112 79-38
5 | Salekasa - -- - 65651 49207 74-95
6 | SadakAr. *x *x *x 92644 71830 77-53
7 | Arjuni -- -- -- 118122 92238 78-09
Mor.
8 | Deori -- -- -- 85754 63630 74-20
Total 143431 112918 89-17 | 886095 699308 78-92

Source: Census Report Gondia District 2001-2011.
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VL. METHODS AND MATERIAL

5.5 Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

In the total population of the district percentage of SC
and ST is important. 1991 in the district population
12.79 percent belong to SC group. In 2001 it’s slightly
increased to 13.97 percent. In 2001 Arjuni Morgaon
tahsil shows the heights percentage of SC population.
In 1991 17.70 percent population was of scheduled
tribes. In Deori tahsil it was 37.16 percent. In 2001 it
has slightly gone down but the spatial pattern remains
the same. The hilly and forest region is the home of
tribes.

5.6 Occupational Structure

In the district population half of the people are of
working population and the remaining half depends
on there. From 1991 to 2001 the working population
has slightly gone down. Out of the total workers 75.39
percent worker in primary occupation and agriculture
was important. The primary worker show greater
spatial variation. In 2001 the percentage of primary
workers has gone down by 8.57 percent. A percentage
of secondary workers are around of 10 percent. It is
More than 20

percent of the working population in the district is

where the urbanization is more.

tertiary. In some tahsil this percentage of increased
from 1991 to 2001.
6. CONCLUSION
The main objective of this study is to analyse the
change in characteristics of population and to see
In Gondia

district several geographers have carried out such

physic-cultural setting in the district.
studies.  Gondia lies in north eastern part of
Maharashtra and it is under influence of Waingaga
river. The rainfall and soil of the district is favorable
for rice cultivation. The study is mostly on secondary
sources. But some information collected throw
survey was also used. From 1991 to 2001 the

population of the district increased by 10.87 percent.

Similarly the density increased from 183 to 194 per s.q.

k.m. In total population 2/3 belong to young and

middle age groups. The sex ratio in the total

population is 1005 in 2001. And most of the tahsil it
is a favour of female group. In total population
literacy rate is 1991 was 64.18 percent which has gone
up to 78.89 percent in 2001. The literacy rate is low
in rural section as well as in female group. In the total
population the percentage of SC and ST population
was nearly 30 percent in 2001. The ST population is
more in hilly and forest areas. In 1991 the literacy was
64.18 percent the district population. In the northern
part of the district it was comparatively more. In
2001 the

particularly the rate increased more in the southern

population rate was 78.89 percent
part and the spatial difference was reduced. Out of the
total workers more than 75 percent are in primary
occupation. In Gondia district large spatial variation
in population characteristics. There are common in
the past and they still persist today. These spatial
differences are the result of the natural differences as
well as social disparity. The main difference is
between is between the northern and southern part of
the district. Though there are physical barriers in the
north the progress has been achieve due to the
development of transport routs. The two urban
centres Gondia and Tirora lie in the northern part. In
the district the population increased by 10.87 percent
in decade 1991 to 2001. But it also shows the resonal
differences. Surprisingly the sex ratio in the district
in favour of females. It is particularly good is some
tahsils because the female labour contribute equally in
cultivation and forest occupation. In the past this
district in Madhya Pradesh and it has no relations
with other parts of Maharashtra.
from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have settled

This has affected the social and

Several migrants

in the district.
economic life of the district. When it was included in
Maharashtra and development works started. The
southern parts and some undeveloped tahsils show
the progress. It is resulting into reducing the
differences between the north and south. As trade and
commerce is main occupation more important is not
being created unless the secondary activity developed

no progress if possible. The district shows the trend
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of reducing the spatial differences of population
characteristics. In recent year the development in
education and health care is more in the southern part
and this southern parts is trying come in level with

northern part of the district.

VIL.RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

5.5 Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

In the total population of the district percentage of SC
and ST is important. 1991 in the district population
12.79 percent belong to SC group. In 2001 it’s slightly
increased to 13.97 percent. In 2001 Arjuni Morgaon
tahsil shows the heights percentage of SC population.
In 1991 17.70 percent population was of scheduled
tribes. In Deori tahsil it was 37.16 percent. In 2001 it
has slightly gone down but the spatial pattern remains
the same. The hilly and forest region is the home of
tribes.

5.6 Occupational Structure

In the district population half of the people are of
working population and the remaining half depends
on there. From 1991 to 2001 the working population
has slightly gone down. Out of the total workers 75.39
percent worker in primary occupation and agriculture
was important. The primary worker show greater
spatial variation. In 2001 the percentage of primary
workers has gone down by 8.57 percent. A percentage
of secondary workers are around of 10 percent. It is
More than 20

percent of the working population in the district is

where the urbanization is more.

tertiary.
from 1991 to 2001.

In some tahsil this percentage of increased

VIII. CONCLUSION

The main objective of this study is to analyse the
change in characteristics of population and to see
In Gondia

district several geographers have carried out such

physic-cultural setting in the district.

studies. = Gondia lies in north eastern part of

Maharashtra and it is under influence of Waingaga

river. The rainfall and soil of the district is favorable
for rice cultivation. The study is mostly on secondary
sources. But some information collected throw
survey was also used. From 1991 to 2001 the
population of the district increased by 10.87 percent.
Similarly the density increased from 183 to 194 per s.q.
km. In total population 2/3 belong to young and
middle age groups. The sex ratio in the total
population is 1005 in 2001. And most of the tahsil it
is a favour of female group. In total population
literacy rate is 1991 was 64.18 percent which has gone
up to 78.89 percent in 2001. The literacy rate is low
in rural section as well as in female group. In the total
population the percentage of SC and ST population
was nearly 30 percent in 2001. The ST population is
more in hilly and forest areas. In 1991 the literacy was
64.18 percent the district population. In the northern
part of the district it was comparatively more. In
2001 the

particularly the rate increased more in the southern

population rate was 78.89 percent
part and the spatial difference was reduced. Out of the
total workers more than 75 percent are in primary
occupation. In Gondia district large spatial variation
in population characteristics. There are common in
the past and they still persist today. These spatial
differences are the result of the natural differences as
well as social disparity. The main difference is
between is between the northern and southern part of
the district. Though there are physical barriers in the
north the progress has been achieve due to the
development of transport routs. The two urban
centres Gondia and Tirora lie in the northern part. In
the district the population increased by 10.87 percent
in decade 1991 to 2001. But it also shows the resonal
differences. Surprisingly the sex ratio in the district
in favour of females. It is particularly good is some
tahsils because the female labour contribute equally in
cultivation and forest occupation. In the past this
district in Madhya Pradesh and it has no relations
with other parts of Maharashtra.
from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have settled

This has affected the social and

Several migrants

in the district.

International Journal of Scientific Research in Science and Technology (www.ijsrst.com) | Volume 10 | Issue 1



Sitaram Uttamrao Anpat Int J Sci Res Sci & Technol. January-February-2023, 10 (1) : 412-422

economic life of the district. When it was included in
Maharashtra and development works started. The
southern parts and some undeveloped tahsils show
the progress. It is resulting into reducing the
differences between the north and south. As trade and
commerce is main occupation more important is not
being created unless the secondary activity developed
no progress if possible. The district shows the trend
of reducing the spatial differences of population
characteristics. In recent year the development in
education and health care is more in the southern part
and this southern part is trying come in level with

northern part of the district.
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