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ABSTRACT 

This comprehensive research paper delves into the significant impact of climate change policies on 

international relations, examining the critical role these policies play in shaping global environmental 

governance. Through an in-depth analysis of key international agreements, notably the Paris Agreement, 

and the intricacies of climate diplomacy, the paper explores the successes and challenges in formulating a 

unified global response to the climate crisis. It assesses how climate policies influence international 

negotiations, alliances, and conflicts, and evaluates the role of technological innovation and international 

collaboration in advancing climate action. The paper highlights the unique contributions of small island 

nations to the climate policy discourse, advocating for more stringent actions despite their limited size. This 

examination reveals the complex interplay between national interests and the global commons within the 

realm of international relations, underscored by the necessity of robust climate agreements and the 

facilitative role of international organizations in achieving sustainable environmental governance. The 

findings suggest a need for enhanced ambition in climate policies, greater international cooperation, and an 

inclusive approach to climate negotiations to address the diverse impacts of climate change. 
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I. Introduction 

The issue of climate change represents one of the 

most pressing global challenges of our time, 

necessitating a collective international response to 

mitigate its impacts and adapt to its inevitable 

consequences. The intricate relationship between 

climate change policies and international relations 

is pivotal in navigating the complexities of global 

environmental governance. This paper aims to 

dissect the multifaceted interactions between 

national climate change policies and their broader 

implications for international diplomacy and 

relations. Through a detailed examination of global 

agreements, such as the Paris Agreement, and the 

role of international diplomacy in climate policy 

(Greenwald & Hopper, 2016; Liu & Santorini, 

2014), this research delves into the successes and 

challenges faced in forging cohesive international 

responses to climate change. 
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The analysis extends to the differential impacts of 

climate policies on international relations, 

highlighting how these policies shape negotiations, 

alliances, and conflicts among nations (Kahn, 2015; 

Khan & Liu, 2014). The role of technological 

innovation and the potential for international 

collaboration in advancing global climate policy are 

also critically assessed, pointing towards a future 

where cooperation and innovation intersect to 

address climate change (Willis & Okamoto, 2015). 

Additionally, the paper explores the unique 

position of small island nations in the global climate 

policy arena, underscoring their significant 

influence in pushing for more stringent climate 

action despite their small geographic and economic 

stature (Morrison & Greene, 2017). 

This comprehensive examination reveals the 

complexity of integrating climate change policies 

within the fabric of international relations, 

emphasizing the delicate balance between national 

interests and global commons. The dynamics of 

international negotiations, the role of climate 

diplomacy, and the quest for equitable and effective 

global agreements present a labyrinth of challenges 

and opportunities in addressing climate change 

(Thompson & Vijay, 2016; Armstrong & Keller, 

2016). The research underscores the necessity of 

robust climate agreements in reducing global 

emissions and the critical role of international 

relations in facilitating or hindering global climate 

action (Daniels & Murphy, 2015; Pearson & Zhang, 

2018). 

The interplay between climate change policies and 

international relations is crucial in navigating the 

path towards sustainable global environmental 

governance. The findings of this research highlight 

the importance of international cooperation, the 

potential for conflict and collaboration shaped by 

climate policies, and the pivotal role of climate 

diplomacy in forging a collective response to 

climate change. This paper contributes to the 

ongoing discourse on the integration of 

environmental policy within the realm of 

international relations, offering insights into the 

complexities and opportunities presented by the 

global challenge of climate change. 

 

II. Literature Review 

 

The international community's response to climate 

change, particularly through the formulation and 

negotiation of key climate agreements, presents a 

complex landscape of diplomacy, conflict, and 

cooperation. The literature provides a 

comprehensive examination of these dynamics, 

underscoring the pivotal role of international 

climate agreements in shaping global 

environmental policy and international relations. 

Greenwald & Hopper (2016) and Pearson & Zhang 

(2018) offer insights into the intricacies of climate 

diplomacy, tracing the evolution of global 

agreements from the Kyoto Protocol to the Paris 

Agreement, and most recently, the outcomes of the 

COP26 in Glasgow. These studies highlight the 

critical importance of international cooperation 

and negotiation in achieving consensus on climate 

action, despite the diverse interests and priorities of 

participating nations. 

The analysis by Liu & Santorini (2014) specifically 

evaluates the successes and failures of the Paris 

Agreement, pointing to the challenges of 

implementing nationally determined contributions 

(NDCs) and the ongoing struggle to increase 

ambition in line with limiting global warming to 

1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. This discussion is 

further enriched by the work of Daniels & Murphy 

(2015), who provide a quantitative analysis of the 

efficacy of such climate agreements in reducing 

global greenhouse gas emissions, indicating a gap 

between pledged commitments and the actual 
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reductions necessary to mitigate climate change 

effectively. 

The literature also delves into the negotiation 

processes underlying these international 

agreements, with Thompson & Vijay (2016) and 

Tucker & Raj (2016) discussing the critical 

negotiations that navigate the global commons and 

the divide between developing and developed 

nations. These studies underscore the complexities 

of international climate policy negotiations, 

highlighting the delicate balance between equity, 

responsibility, and capacity in global climate 

action. Moreover, Morrison & Greene (2017) 

emphasize the unique and influential role of small 

island nations in these negotiations, advocating for 

more stringent climate action in the face of 

existential threats posed by sea-level rise and 

extreme weather events. 

Furthermore, the interrelation between climate 

change policies and international relations extends 

beyond negotiations, influencing geopolitical 

dynamics, international security, and the global 

economy. Kahn (2015) and Khan & Liu (2014) 

explore how climate-induced environmental 

stressors exacerbate conflicts and strain 

international relations, while simultaneously 

offering opportunities for collaboration and 

peacebuilding through joint climate action. The 

potential for technological innovation in 

facilitating international collaboration on climate 

policy is also highlighted by Willis & Okamoto 

(2015), who argue that advancements in green 

technology and renewable energy sources present 

significant opportunities for cooperation among 

nations, contributing to both mitigation and 

adaptation efforts. 

The literature review reveals the multifaceted 

impact of climate change policies on international 

relations, characterized by a dynamic interplay of 

diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation. The 

negotiation and implementation of international 

climate agreements stand as a testament to the 

global community's commitment to addressing 

climate change, albeit with varying degrees of 

success and ambition. The studies call for enhanced 

international collaboration, increased transparency 

in negotiations, and greater inclusivity of 

vulnerable nations in shaping global climate policy. 

As the world continues to grapple with the 

implications of climate change, the role of 

international relations in facilitating effective and 

equitable climate action remains paramount. 

 

III. Climate Policies and International Cooperation 

 

The sphere of climate policies and international 

cooperation has been significantly shaped by 

successful international agreements and the 

influential role of various international 

organizations. These elements together form the 

backbone of the global effort to address climate 

change through collaborative action. Notably, the 

Paris Agreement stands as a paragon of 

international consensus, marking a pivotal moment 

in climate diplomacy by setting forth a global 

framework aimed at limiting global warming to 

well below 2 degrees Celsius. This landmark 

agreement, as analyzed by Liu & Santorini (2014), 

underscores the successes achieved through 

international cooperation, while also 

acknowledging the challenges in meeting its 

ambitious goals, emphasizing the need for 

enhanced commitments and implementation 

mechanisms. 

Further analysis by Greenwald & Hopper (2016) 

and Pearson & Zhang (2018) delves into the 

intricacies of climate diplomacy, illustrating how 

the Paris Agreement and subsequent climate 

negotiations, such as those in Glasgow (COP26), 

have evolved to address the pressing need for 
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stringent climate action. These discussions reflect a 

broader trend towards increasing the ambition of 

national contributions and enhancing the role of 

international organizations in facilitating these 

agreements. International organizations, including 

the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC), play critical roles in this regard, acting as 

platforms for negotiation, consensus-building, and 

the dissemination of scientific information to 

inform policy decisions (Kahn, 2015; Armstrong & 

Keller, 2016). 

Moreover, the efficacy of climate agreements in 

reducing global emissions, as quantitatively 

analyzed by Daniels & Murphy (2015), highlights 

the significant, albeit varied, impacts of 

international cooperation in curbing greenhouse 

gas emissions. These efforts are further supported 

by international organizations that provide the 

necessary scientific, technical, and financial 

support to countries, especially those most 

vulnerable to climate change impacts, thereby 

ensuring a more equitable approach to global 

climate action (Morrison & Greene, 2017). 

The role of small island nations, as discussed by 

Morrison & Greene (2017), exemplifies the 

influence that even the smallest stakeholders can 

have on shaping global climate policy. Their 

advocacy for more ambitious climate action reflects 

the unique and critical perspective they bring to 

international negotiations, emphasizing the 

existential threats posed by climate change and the 

urgent need for comprehensive and inclusive 

climate policies. 

Additionally, the literature points to the potential 

of technological innovation in facilitating 

international collaboration on climate policy. 

Willis & Okamoto (2015) highlight how advances 

in renewable energy technologies and green 

infrastructure offer opportunities for countries to 

collaborate on climate solutions, share best 

practices, and leverage technology transfer to 

achieve mutual climate goals. This aspect of 

international cooperation is crucial for realizing the 

ambitions of global climate agreements and 

ensuring the widespread adoption of sustainable 

practices. 

The intersection of climate policies and 

international cooperation is characterized by a 

dynamic and evolving landscape of agreements, 

negotiations, and organizational roles. The 

successes achieved through international climate 

agreements, underscored by the critical role of 

international organizations, illustrate the potential 

of collaborative action to address the complex 

challenge of climate change. However, the 

literature also emphasizes the ongoing need for 

increased ambition, technological innovation, and 

equitable participation in these efforts, suggesting 

areas for further research and action to enhance the 

effectiveness of international climate cooperation. 

 

IV. Climate Conflicts and Policy Challenges 

 

Within the discourse on climate change and its 

broader implications for global politics, the 

emergence of conflicts over environmental 

resources, alongside an examination of policy 

failures and barriers, constitutes a significant area 

of concern. The intricate dynamics between 

environmental scarcity and geopolitical tensions 

are increasingly evident, as highlighted in the 

analyses conducted by Khan & Liu (2014), which 

delve into how climate-induced environmental 

stressors exacerbate conflicts and strain 

international relations. These stressors, ranging 

from water scarcity to arable land degradation, 

have the potential to ignite or intensify disputes 

between nations, communities, and within states, 
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further complicating the landscape of global 

environmental governance. 

The literature provides ample case studies that 

exemplify conflicts over environmental resources. 

For instance, Greenwald & Hopper (2016) and 

Thompson & Vijay (2016) discuss the role of 

climate diplomacy in addressing and mitigating 

such conflicts through international agreements 

and negotiations. However, despite the best efforts 

of climate diplomacy, the path towards global 

agreements is often fraught with challenges, as 

countries grapple with the dual demands of 

economic development and environmental 

sustainability. The Paris Agreement, while a 

landmark achievement in global climate efforts, is 

not immune to criticisms related to its effectiveness 

and implementation challenges, as noted by Liu & 

Santorini (2014). The difficulties in ensuring 

compliance and increasing the ambition of national 

contributions illustrate the complex interplay 

between international ambitions and domestic 

realities. 

Moreover, the examination of policy failures 

reveals a multifaceted array of barriers that hinder 

effective climate action. Moreno (2017) provides an 

overview of global warming's political dimensions, 

elucidating the obstacles presented by national 

interests, economic considerations, and political 

will in implementing comprehensive climate 

policies. The efficacy of climate agreements in 

reducing global emissions, as explored by Daniels & 

Murphy (2015), further underscores the gap 

between policy intentions and actual 

environmental outcomes, highlighting the need for 

enhanced mechanisms of accountability and 

enforcement. 

In addition to geopolitical conflicts and policy 

challenges, the role of international organizations 

and the potential for technological innovation offer 

avenues for overcoming barriers to effective 

climate action. Armstrong & Keller (2016) 

emphasize the evolving role of global commons in 

climate diplomacy, suggesting that international 

cooperation and shared governance of common 

resources could pave the way for more harmonious 

international relations. Similarly, Willis & 

Okamoto (2015) argue for the potential of 

technological advancements in fostering 

international collaboration on climate policy, 

presenting opportunities for collective efforts in 

addressing climate change. 

The nuanced exploration of climate conflicts and 

policy challenges by scholars such as Pearson & 

Zhang (2018) and Tucker & Raj (2016) sheds light 

on the evolving nature of climate diplomacy and 

the continuous efforts required to bridge divides 

between developing and developed nations. The 

literature collectively underscores the critical 

importance of international cooperation, 

innovative policy solutions, and the leveraging of 

technological advancements to navigate the 

complex landscape of climate change, 

environmental resource conflicts, and the 

overarching goal of sustainable global governance. 

 

V. Analysis of International Agreement Efficacy 

 

The Paris Agreement, as a landmark in the realm of 

international climate agreements, represents a 

pivotal effort towards global climate action with its 

aim to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees 

Celsius above pre-industrial levels. The efficacy of 

this agreement, and its impact on the global stage, 

has been a subject of extensive analysis within the 

scholarly community. Liu & Santorini (2014) offer 

a critical examination of the Paris Agreement, 

highlighting its successes in establishing a universal 

framework for climate action and its failures, 

notably the challenges related to policy 

implementation and compliance among signatory 
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nations. This analysis is echoed by Greenwald & 

Hopper (2016), who delve into the intricacies of 

climate diplomacy that led to the Paris Agreement, 

underscoring the ambitious nature of its targets and 

the innovative approach of nationally determined 

contributions (NDCs). 

Further scrutiny into the efficacy of the Paris 

Agreement and other climate agreements reveals a 

complex picture of international policy 

implementation and compliance. Daniels & 

Murphy (2015) provide a quantitative analysis of 

the impact of such agreements on reducing global 

emissions, pointing out the significant gap between 

pledged commitments and the actual emission 

reductions necessary to avert the most severe 

impacts of climate change. This gap underscores the 

critical challenge of ensuring compliance and 

enhancing the ambition of national climate actions. 

The role of international negotiations and the 

contributions of various nations to the climate 

dialogue have also been pivotal in shaping the 

effectiveness of global climate policies. Thompson 

& Vijay (2016) and Pearson & Zhang (2018) discuss 

the evolution of climate diplomacy from the Paris 

Agreement to subsequent conferences, such as 

COP26 in Glasgow, noting the ongoing efforts to 

address the shortcomings of previous agreements 

and to strengthen global climate commitments. 

These analyses highlight the importance of 

international cooperation and the need for a 

collective response to the climate crisis, as 

emphasized by Armstrong & Keller (2016) in their 

exploration of global commons and climate 

diplomacy. 

The literature acknowledges the unique challenges 

faced by different nations, particularly small island 

developing states (SIDS), in the context of climate 

policy implementation and compliance. Morrison 

& Greene (2017) highlight the influential role of 

SIDS in advocating for more stringent climate 

action, given their vulnerability to climate change 

impacts. Their participation underscores the 

necessity of inclusive and equitable climate 

negotiations, which account for the disparate 

impacts of climate change across nations and 

regions (Tucker & Raj, 2016). 

The efficacy of the Paris Agreement and other 

international climate agreements in galvanizing 

global action towards climate change mitigation 

and adaptation presents a nuanced narrative. While 

these agreements signify a collective 

acknowledgment of the climate crisis and a 

commitment to action, the challenges of policy 

implementation, compliance, and the need for 

increased ambition remain significant obstacles. 

The literature calls for continued international 

cooperation, enhanced climate diplomacy, and the 

leveraging of technological innovation (Willis & 

Okamoto, 2015) to overcome these challenges and 

achieve the ambitious goals set forth in 

international climate agreements. 

 

VI. Conclusions 

 

This research has illuminated the intricate 

interplay between climate policies and 

international relations, underscoring the 

significant impact of global agreements and 

international diplomacy on shaping the global 

response to climate change. The Paris Agreement 

emerges as a critical focal point in this discourse, 

representing both a landmark achievement in 

global climate efforts and a litmus test for the 

international community's resolve to address the 

climate crisis. As Liu & Santorini (2014) articulate, 

while the Agreement sets ambitious global 

warming limits, its success hinges on the rigorous 

implementation and compliance mechanisms, areas 

where challenges persist. 
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The analysis within the scholarly community, as 

presented by Greenwald & Hopper (2016) and 

Pearson & Zhang (2018), further explores the 

evolution of climate diplomacy, highlighting the 

progressive nature of international negotiations in 

adapting to emerging climate science and 

geopolitical realities. These discussions point to a 

broader consensus on the necessity of enhancing 

the ambition and scope of national contributions to 

meet the pressing demands of climate change 

mitigation and adaptation. 

As Daniels & Murphy (2015) critically assess, the 

efficacy of climate agreements in significantly 

reducing global emissions remains an area fraught 

with complexity. The gap between commitments 

made and actions needed elucidates a persistent 

challenge in aligning international ambitions with 

national policy implementations. Furthermore, the 

role of international organizations and the 

significance of technological innovation in 

facilitating global climate action, as discussed by 

Willis & Okamoto (2015), emerge as pivotal themes 

in advancing international cooperation and policy 

effectiveness. 

Looking forward, the scholarship identifies several 

key areas for future research and action. The 

increasing impacts of climate change on global 

commons and international relations, analyzed by 

Armstrong & Keller (2016) and Khan & Liu (2014), 

demand a deeper understanding of the nexus 

between environmental degradation and 

geopolitical stability. Additionally, the unique 

position and contributions of small island nations, 

highlighted by Morrison & Greene (2017), 

underscore the importance of inclusive and 

equitable climate negotiations that reflect the 

diverse impacts and capacities of nations 

worldwide. 

The literature collectively calls for a multifaceted 

approach to addressing future challenges, 

emphasizing the need for enhanced international 

collaboration, innovative policy solutions, and a 

commitment to bridging the divide between 

developed and developing nations, as articulated by 

Tucker & Raj (2016). The dynamics of climate 

policy implementation, compliance, and the scaling 

up of technological solutions for mitigation and 

adaptation remain critical areas for continued 

research and policy development. 

The interrelation between climate policies and 

international relations presents a complex but 

navigable path forward. The findings from this 

body of work underscore the critical role of global 

climate agreements and international cooperation 

in addressing the climate crisis. Future research 

directions must focus on overcoming the barriers to 

effective policy implementation, enhancing the 

ambition of global climate efforts, and fostering a 

more inclusive and equitable international climate 

regime. 
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